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Today’s 
Speakers

• Dr. Barbara Rubino, Covered California Associate CMO, 

PHACT Communications Working Group Co-chair

• Dr. Eric Sergienko, Chief, Division of Communicable 

Disease Control, California Department of Public Health  

• Rea Pañares, CACHI Executive Director, PHACT 

Community Partnerships Working Group Co-chair

• Dr. Matt Willis, Your Local Epidemiologist in California

• Erika Bonnevie, Senior Research Director, The Public 

Good Projects



CDPH Update



Early Start to the 2026-2027 Flu Season

• State TP High, Bay Area Region TP Very High 

• Hospitalizations across CA low and increasing

• Similar early influenza activity has been seen throughout the Pacific Rim, including 

Hawaii, Oregon, Washington, Japan and South Korea

2026-2027 Flu 

Vaccines are 

available now!

Data as of 10/16



• Flu A subtypes 
currently 93% 
AH1 and 7% 
AH3

• Historically 
some seasons 
with early fall 
activity declined 
and then rose 
again in winter

CA Flu Test Positivity and Hospitalizations 
Rise Earlier Than Prior seasons

Test Positivity

Hospitalizations

We are here

We are here

Data as of 10/16



COVID-19 Now Declining After Summer 2026 Peak
• COVID-19 in CA predominant in 

summer months

• More hospitalizations 
during the past two 
summers than winters

• 2026 summer hospital 
admissions lower than 
2024 and 2025 summer 

waves

• 2026 COVID-19 Summer wave 

saw high TP and very low 
hospital admissions

• High TP likely due to much 

lower testing volume

• Overall COVID-19 burden 

continues to decline over time 
since 2020

The 2026-2027 COVID-19 Vaccine is available now!

Data as of 10/16



• COVID-19 projected to 
continue declining

• Flu showing early increase; 
RSV remains at baseline 
low; further increases in 
activity expected by late 
October

• Flu is expected to be the 
major driver of peak 
combined respiratory 
hospitalization burden this 
winter 

Fall/Winter Respiratory Virus Season Forecast

We are here



• CDPH continues to recommend immunizations in accordance with AAP, AAFP, 

ACOG* and other trusted medical and scientific organizations (Assembly Bill 

144).

• CDPH's recommended vaccines continue to be covered by health care insurers 

regulated by the State of California and can be received at no cost at usual sites 

of access in network (health care provider, pharmacy, etc.)

• With its WCHA partners (OR, WA, HI), CDPH has issued vaccine 
recommendations for the 2026–27 respiratory virus season.

CDPH Immunization Recommendations 

9

*American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP); American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP); 

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG)

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/AB-144-recommendations.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/AB-144-recommendations.aspx
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB144
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB144
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/03/california-oregon-and-washington-to-launch-new-west-coast-health-alliance-to-uphold-scientific-integrity-in-public-health-as-trump-destroys-cdcs-credibility/
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WCHA 2026-27 Respiratory Virus Season Immunization 
Recommendations

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1481.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1481.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1481.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1481.pdf


• COVID-19, influenza, and RSV 
immunizations are now available, 
including through the Vaccines for 
Children program

• Where to find appointments?

• My Turn Vaccine Locator

• Pharmacies

• Clinics

Where to Find Vaccine Appointments in CA
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https://myturn.cdph.ca.gov/vaccinelocator
https://myturn.cdph.ca.gov/vaccinelocator


Estimated Coverage of Respiratory 
Vaccines, U.S. 2025-2026 Season

Vaccine coverage estimate (CDC-NIS)

Seasonal influenza vaccine 49.8% (children)

46.5% (adults 18+)

49.1% (adults 65+)^

Updated COVID-19 vaccine 9.7% (children)

17.5% (adults 18+)

22.6% (adults 65+)^

RSV vaccine, adults 75+ 

(ever received)
37.3%^

CDC-NIS vaccine coverage estimates available here.  Adult 18+ estimates through 2/21/25. Children 

and older adults estimates through March-May, 2026. California estimates are similar to U.S. estimates.

^Limited to Medicare fee-for-service beneficiaries enrolled in Part D, from CMS claims data.

https://www.cdc.gov/respvaxview/about/index.html


Modeled COVID-19 Vaccine Coverage Estimates: 
Coverage Is Highest in 65+ Year Olds

CDPH Respiratory Virus Dashboard as of 10/3/26

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx


Modeled Influenza Vaccine Coverage 
Estimates: Coverage Is Highest in 65+ Year Olds

CDPH Respiratory Virus Dashboard as of 10/3/26

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx


Vaccination Resources

15

CDPH Flu Vaccine ID GuideCDPH COVID-19 Timing Guide

RSV Immunization 

Recommendations

https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-859.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1567.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1567.pdf


Test and Treat for Respiratory Viruses
• In clinic or at-home tests are available 

• Testing at the first sign of symptoms 
can help with next steps (infection control 
strategies, seek treatment, etc.)

• For patients at higher risk of developing 
severe disease, COVID-19 and flu 
treatments can reduce the risk of illness 
complications, including hospitalizations 
and death. 

REMINDER! A new single-dose 

influenza treatment baloxavir 

(Xofluza®) is 

available for uncomplicated flu.



• CDPH Public Health For All webpage for 
latest updates on public health guidance 
and recommendations in the State.

• California Respiratory Virus Dashboard - shows 
statewide and regional weekly respiratory virus data, 
the activity and severity of flu, RSV, and COVID-19.

• CDPH Vaccines for All - Immunization 
Recommendations

• Respiratory Virus Season Communication Toolkits

• Health Education – Influenza Resources

Respiratory Virus Season Resources

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/i-am-looking-for/what%E2%80%99s-new/public-health-for-all
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=a18c1b5b-beb0-451a-8656-97e3db130300
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/vaccines.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/vaccines.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/vaccines.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/vaccines.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/vaccines.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Respiratory-Viruses-Toolkits.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Respiratory-Viruses-Toolkits.aspx
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/training/resources/ed-flu/
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/training/resources/ed-flu/
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/training/resources/ed-flu/
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/training/resources/ed-flu/


Respiratory Season Immunization Resources
• CDPH EZIZ resources:

• COVID-19 Vaccine Product Guide - now updated!

• IMM-1396 COVID-19 Vaccine Timing Chart

• IMM-1567 RSV Season Immunization Recommendations

• IMM-1480-RSV Immunization Guide for Infants/Toddlers

• Respiratory Disease IZ Recommendations for Children and Adolescents

• 2026-2027 Specialty Society Guidance:

• AAP: COVID-19 | Influenza | RSV

• AAFP: COVID-19, Influenza, RSV

• IDSA: COVID-19, Influenza, RSV

• ACOG: COVID-19 | Influenza | RSV

• The Evidence Base for 2026-2027 Respiratory Season Immunizations (VIP)

• Respiratory Virus Season Immunization Recommendation Hub (AMA)

https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/training/resources/recs/#:~:text=CDPH%20Immunization%20Recommendations-,Seasonal%20Vaccines,-Respiratory%20Virus%20Vaccine
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/training/resources/recs/#:~:text=CDPH%20Immunization%20Recommendations-,Seasonal%20Vaccines,-Respiratory%20Virus%20Vaccine
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1399.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1399.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1399.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1399.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/IMM-1396.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1567.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1567.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1567.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1567.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1480.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1480.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1480.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1480.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1480.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1480.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1527.pdf
https://eziz.cdph.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/docs/IMM-1527.pdf
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-079045/208785/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-079045/208785/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-079045/208785/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-078778/208572/Recommendations-for-Prevention-and-Control-of?_gl=1*1ws4uu5*_ga*MjA3NjIxMDIxOC4xNzgxNzE1Nzkz*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3ODgzNjEyMjQkbzYkZzEkdDE3ODgzNjE0MjMkajI3JGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*ODk2OTg2NjkzLjE3ODE3MTU3OTM.*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*czE3ODgzNjEyMjUkbzMkZzEkdDE3ODgzNjE0MjMkajI3JGwwJGgw
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-079047/208784/Recommendations-for-the-Prevention-of-RSV-Disease
https://www.aafp.org/assets/image/upload/v1788277985/pdf_2026_through_2027_influenza_rsv_sars_covid_2_guidance.pdf
https://www.aafp.org/assets/image/upload/v1788277985/pdf_2026_through_2027_influenza_rsv_sars_covid_2_guidance.pdf
https://www.aafp.org/assets/image/upload/v1788277985/pdf_2026_through_2027_influenza_rsv_sars_covid_2_guidance.pdf
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/Seasonal-RTI-Vaccinations-in-Immunocompromised-Patients/
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/Seasonal-RTI-Vaccinations-in-Immunocompromised-Patients/
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/Seasonal-RTI-Vaccinations-in-Immunocompromised-Patients/
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/covid-19-vaccination-considerations-for-obstetric-gynecologic-care
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/covid-19-vaccination-considerations-for-obstetric-gynecologic-care
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/covid-19-vaccination-considerations-for-obstetric-gynecologic-care
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2025/08/influenza-in-pregnancy-prevention-and-treatment
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2023/09/maternal-respiratory-syncytial-virus-vaccination
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations
https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations


Respiratory Virus Key 
Messages



Our Approach to Message Development

Develop effective 
communications strategies 

and activities through 
listening, learning and 

data analysis in 
coordination with other 

PHACT WGs 

Disseminate and amplify 
aligned messaging to 
Coalition partners and 

the public 

   
Upskill and modernize 

healthcare 
communications approach 

across California



2026-2027 Resp Virus Vaccine Key Messages

• California vaccine recommendations are unchanged. Respiratory virus 
vaccines, like the flu vaccine, continue to be recommended by the California 
Department of Public Health and are available.

• All respiratory virus vaccines, like the flu vaccine, recommended by the California 
Department of Public Health are updated for the current season, as they are 
each year. These vaccines continue to be covered by insurance in California.

• Getting vaccinated is the best way to avoid serious respiratory illness this fall 
and winter. Respiratory virus vaccines can keep your community healthy 
and help you avoid spreading illness to others.

• Learn more about California’s vaccine recommendations at Vaccines for All. 
Track how respiratory viruses are spreading in your community on the CDPH 
Dashboard.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/publichealth4all/vaccines.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx


Respiratory Virus Vaccine Messaging



2026-2027 Resp Virus Vaccine Key Message Inputs

Respiratory 

Virus Vaccine 

Key Messages

Community 

listening events

Social listening 

reports

Key Informant 

Interviews & 

Community 

Partnerships WG 

feedback

Quantitative data 

& literature review

FrameWorks 

Institute research

Expert opinion & 

feedback



Panel Discussion



Closing and 
Next Steps

Find the ‘Passive Positives' in Your Life! 

Maybe YOU are the trusted messenger that listens, 

encourages, and connects with your friends and family 

Check out the Guiding Principles for 

Community & Public Health Messengers 

Access helpful tools for talking about fall & winter vaccines

Add Your Voice to the Call for Public Comment 

on Proposed Federal Changes

Learn more about opportunities to provide comment and 

share how these proposed changes could impact your 

community



https://www.cdph.ca.gov/


Visit the PHACT Coalition webpage

cpr3.ucsf.edu/phact

Email: cpr3@ucsf.edu

5/22/2026

https://cpr3.ucsf.edu/phact


Sign Up for CDPH Newsletters & Webinars 

Resources for 
Communicators

• CDPH Comms Weekly 
Newsletter

• CDPH News Releases

• CDPH Policy & Web 
Updates

Resources for 
Clinicians & Providers

• CDPH Immunization 
Branch Newsletter

• Sign up for CDPH 
Immunization Webinar 
Series

5/22/2026

https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/5e27673d-cd29-f011-8c4e-000d3a8bf0c5
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/5e27673d-cd29-f011-8c4e-000d3a8bf0c5
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/5e27673d-cd29-f011-8c4e-000d3a8bf0c5
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/592059f7-3d46-f011-877a-000d3a8bf0c5
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/592059f7-3d46-f011-877a-000d3a8bf0c5
https://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/SB336/RegistrationForm/#msdynttrid=EPMDp8LrZwuDCt4uvx-txYuHa3akMAVrgGKQ5tbyxHg
https://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/SB336/RegistrationForm/#msdynttrid=EPMDp8LrZwuDCt4uvx-txYuHa3akMAVrgGKQ5tbyxHg
https://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/SB336/RegistrationForm/#msdynttrid=EPMDp8LrZwuDCt4uvx-txYuHa3akMAVrgGKQ5tbyxHg
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/290fb79f-a447-f011-877a-6045bda9bb0d
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/290fb79f-a447-f011-877a-6045bda9bb0d
https://assets-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/24ac4e14-c54e-4da4-af0e-09805e16f9b9/digitalassets/standaloneforms/290fb79f-a447-f011-877a-6045bda9bb0d
https://cdph-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vyslkn9cQkW4fqtHX23LAw#/registration
https://cdph-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vyslkn9cQkW4fqtHX23LAw#/registration
https://cdph-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vyslkn9cQkW4fqtHX23LAw#/registration
https://cdph-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vyslkn9cQkW4fqtHX23LAw#/registration


Follow CDPH on Social Media

Facebook: @CAPublicHealth

Instagram: @CAPublicHealth

X: @CAPublicHealth

LinkedIn: California Department of Public Health

YouTube: CA Public Health - YouTube

Threads: @CAPublicHealth

BlueSky: @capublichealth.bsky.social

TikTok: @capublichealth - NEW!

5/22/2026

https://www.facebook.com/CAPublicHealth
https://www.instagram.com/capublichealth/
https://twitter.com/CAPublicHealth
https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-department-of-public-health
https://www.youtube.com/user/CAPublicHealth
https://www.youtube.com/user/CAPublicHealth
https://www.youtube.com/user/CAPublicHealth
https://www.threads.net/@capublichealth
https://bsky.app/profile/capublichealth.bsky.social
https://www.tiktok.com/@capublichealth?_t=ZP-8zfrl9p123L&_r=1

	Slide 1: Public Health for All Californians Together (PHACT) Coalition
	Slide 2: Overview
	Slide 3: Today’s Speakers
	Slide 4: CDPH Update  
	Slide 5: Early Start to the 2026-2027 Flu Season
	Slide 6: CA Flu Test Positivity and Hospitalizations Rise Earlier Than Prior seasons
	Slide 7: COVID-19 Now Declining After Summer 2026 Peak
	Slide 8: Fall/Winter Respiratory Virus Season Forecast
	Slide 9: CDPH Immunization Recommendations 
	Slide 10: WCHA 2026-27 Respiratory Virus Season Immunization Recommendations
	Slide 11: Where to Find Vaccine Appointments in CA
	Slide 12: Estimated Coverage of Respiratory Vaccines, U.S. 2025-2026 Season
	Slide 13: Modeled COVID-19 Vaccine Coverage Estimates: Coverage Is Highest in 65+ Year Olds
	Slide 14: Modeled Influenza Vaccine Coverage Estimates: Coverage Is Highest in 65+ Year Olds
	Slide 15: Vaccination Resources
	Slide 16: Test and Treat for Respiratory Viruses
	Slide 17: Respiratory Virus Season Resources
	Slide 18: Respiratory Season Immunization Resources
	Slide 19: Respiratory Virus Key Messages
	Slide 20: Our Approach to Message Development
	Slide 21: 2026-2027 Resp Virus Vaccine Key Messages
	Slide 22: Respiratory Virus Vaccine Messaging
	Slide 23: 2026-2027 Resp Virus Vaccine Key Message Inputs
	Slide 24: Panel Discussion
	Slide 25: Closing and Next Steps
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: Visit the PHACT Coalition webpage
	Slide 28: Sign Up for CDPH Newsletters & Webinars 
	Slide 29: Follow CDPH on Social Media

